Bridging the Gapa:

on and off campus

Presentiion by: Gabby, Ana, Elizabeth and Shelly



What are some of the resources and/or
factors that allows students 1o connecl

fo the universily and the city?

How do we credfe and reinforce bridges
between Qakes students with the
universify and the cify?



By the end of our research project; we will have a map that Qakes

residents can have access fo where They will be able To see where
resources are allocated within The university and in The city of Santa
Cruz. We hope thatthis map can serve as a connector and help bridge

a relafionship befween Qakes residents with the universify and The
cily.



Qufreach Focus Groue
® Tacebook ® Survey distribution
® E-mails ® Description Exercice
® Personal Networks o Pholo ‘Recoguﬂion

® Iu-person inferactions ® Discussion



Survey Information

Data was collected from responses by
7 regidents from Qakes

Surveys were kepT"anongmous

The following charfs were obfained

from the survey responses.
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Demographical ddta collected from our 7-person focus group



e MESH ®  Rainbow Thedter

o MECHA ®  Iufervarsity

e LEAD ®  (dkes Sendte

e FQUAL ®  Medical Emergency Slug Club

What are the organizalions/ clubs gou are a partof on campus?



Level of Connection 1o Sanla Cruz vs.
UCSC




Onr (Resounces: The following photographs were shown to focus group members and they were asked to idenify which of The
photographed resources they recognized. In comparison o the off-campus resources, focus group members were able o easily recognized the

resources in the pholographs. Itis inferesling 1o nofe that the resources moshrecognized were those thathad strong culfural, ethnic, and artislic fies.
Another finding was thal even though focus group members all easily recognized the Qakees facilifies and resources, the Westzide Writing Center was

The leaghrecognized out of all on~campus resources (afthough itis locafed dl"Qakes).

Westzide Writing Center Lionel Cantti Queer Center Career Center Elhele Resources Cener The ARGenfer
Guzman Room Oakes Learning Cenfer Qakes Cafe Oakes Library




“:M (Resources: The following phofographs were shown o focus group members and they were asked o identify which of the
phofographed resources they recognized. It seemed o be that™ the resources thal"were mostrecognized were those found within a shortradius from
The dowmtown <trip. Based on the follow-up discussion of this activity, i"seemed 1o be that for focus group members the cify is nol'so much a place
Thatis experienced bulrather a place 1o take a break or use when shopping for necessities. Their relationship 1o the cilyy was that of a person fouring a

cifyy with many of our focus group members stating that they only wentTo the cily) once or Twice a month.

Louden Nelson Community
Center

Caffe Pergolesi

The Diversity Cenfer Santu Cruz Public Library Santu Cruz City Hall

Santu Cruz Community Garden Sanfa Cruz Farmer's Market Thrift-Center The Liferary Guilldfine




“Can gou uge 3 words that™ describe your SANTA CRUZ COMMUNITU? *



“Can gou uge 3 words that™ describe your HOME COMMUNITY? "



Santa Cruz Communily Home Communily

®  The descriptive words focused much on the nafural beaufyy of ~ ®  The descripfions used o describe the home communiies of our

Santa Cruz butthese words seemed 1o pointfo a defachment focus group members revolved around the personal connections
from the cify. They had with other individuals.

®  Studentz’ relationship fo the cifyy was passive and when they did ~ ® Although some participants did describe their community as
inferact o the cify itwas only fo purchase basic necessities or fo ‘dangerous, they sfill feffin-Touch and connected.

bug Texthooks. ® [fseemed fo be thatfocus group participants had a very acfive
® ‘Homeless’ was a word used often To deseribe Santa Cruz, relationship fo their home communities and were well
indicating their fear or lack of understanding in the communily. acquainfed with various resources/ locations.

Qverall
Theses findings show that there is a lack of connection to Sanfa Cruz as a community, and it'is used as a place To escape from

the university butthere is a lack of engagement:



Focus group parficipant2 were asked o slife wha'would be a resource they would create for their own personal use and/ or for the use
of the restof the communilj if they had the abilityy 1o do so. Each of their responses were then placed info one of the four different
calegories shown below. Although safely and academic resources were of inferestto studentz, it'seem 1o be that there was more of a need

for well-being, recreational, and cultural resources which are resources that-are presentin their home communities.

Personal Development
Resources:

**  homesickness counseling

Safety Resources:

% Better lighting for
Oakes path and the
West Remote

Recredtional/

Cultural Resources:

¢ mixed herifage cenfer

Academic Resources: \\ %> financing and life skills ¢ More aclivifies in residencies

assistance % (akes sendte funds for our

K/
%®

menforing program and

communilt
more outreach for Y

: % Expressive spaces
exicling programs . '
%  Facilities for leisure

upper classmen To lower More culfural foods

classmen support”




Fadinge

Oakes residents have a sfrong connection To the universify because of their
involvement™ in sfudenforganizafions/ clubs.

One mostimportant “bridges” that contributes 1o Qakes students’ connection fo the
universily is Transportation— Upper Campus.

The city is not"a place thatis experienced, itis a fransient locafion.

Resources used in the city were places such as coffee shops, convenience sfores,

and the Literary Guillofine.



Through These resource maps, we hope o amplify the resources available on and off

campus in order To further connecTand bridge sfudents o the university and city.



Using the example of the resource maps, how can we collaborate o creafe more infricate maps that depicta variety
of resources on and off campus with the goal of changing the discourse and image that Qakes sfudents have of the

universify and the city?

Course of action: We would like stuff and facully To credfe intricate maps that-amplify the resources available fo
students on and off campus and place them in common areas throughout"Qakes College such as lounges, the cafe, the
library, laundry rooms, the mailroom, and bulletin boards. This would further connect students To the university and
help them getthe support-and assistance they desire. As far as connecting students 1o the cify, we would like the NA’
s To educate their residents aboutthe cify, aside from Welcome Week, and homelessness so that students would be
more willing 1o go off campus and experience the city of Santa Cruz beyond downfown.



